JOHN ItKl
October 1(5. I luul an answer of mino from the Earl of Fevcrsham, wherein he declared the 15,000/. should be laid out in land and added toHolmby for a jointure to my Lady Margaret, The next clay I went to Welbeck arid acquainted the duchess therewith, who was satisfied with it, and immediately wrote to my lord duke that she thought my Lord Fevcrsham a lit match for her daughter, and therefore desired his grace to concur with her in it% and to give his consent. 1 carried this paper to him, who when he saw it (lew into a passion, saying he never thought his wife sucvh ti fool as to do it; that tins was to beggar his daughter ; that she was lost for ever. And yet he would subscribe his consent, because he had promised it, but he would not give her in marriage, nor any more of his estate, and that he would leave the house when my lord came to many his daughter. I was much amazed at this transport; I knew lie cared not for t lie match, having a desire to marry her rather to the Duke of Berwick, and being of an unsteady, fickle humour. But when the thing onme to him in the very manner that he had prescribed himself I could never believe that he would give his consent with his hand, and deny it with his tongue. I used all the arguments I could to reconcile him to himself, and to the match, but to no purpose. At the last I was something rough, and took my leave in some discontent and returned to Thrybergh that night. The next day 1 wrote him a letter wherein was this expression—that his carriage was certainly not prudent the day before, and bade him consider who this lord was, one of the first men of England for quality, alliance, preferments, virtue, &o., one recommended to him by the King with this expression, that what the duke did to him he should consider done to himself. That he luul promised to give his consent if the duchess desired it under her hand without any such reserve; he had written the Eang word to the same eflect and promised it to my Lord